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a safer and better place for all. On July
3, Deputy Chief Garaven will end his
long and impressive career at the
Tustin Police Department.

Thankfully, the image of a young un-
dercover officer will remain to inspire
the next generation of officers at the
police department to strive for great-
ness in everything they do.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating Deputy Chief Garaven on
an outstanding 30-year career serving
the city of Tustin. I wish him the abso-
lute best as he begins the next great
chapter of his life.

——
ENSURING SAFE DRINKING WATER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Hawaii (Ms. GABBARD) for 5 minutes.

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, this
weekend I visited Flint, Michigan,
where I met with neighbors and resi-
dents, one of whom was named Joyce.

Joyce is one of the more than 100,000
residents in Flint who have and con-
tinue to endure a life-threatening
water crisis in their city which has
gone on for years. Like too many fami-
lies in Flint, Joyce’s family has suf-
fered incredible loss due to the crimi-
nal contamination of Flint’s water.

Joyce’s son’s name is Joseph. He was
a father of three, and as any of us
would, he believed that the water that
he drank, bathed, and cooked with—the
water that he gave to his children—was
clean. He had no reason to believe oth-
erwise.

But after the city of Flint changed
its water source from Detroit’s water
system to Flint River in 2014 to cut
costs, Joseph began to develop rashes
and bacteria that ate away at his flesh
forcing him to tape his skin together
on his face and on his back with band-
aids.

It was so bad that his doctors kept
asking him if he had traveled to a
Third World country recently. Where
in the world had he been that had
caused his organs to deteriorate as rap-
idly as they were?

Joseph died leaving behind his three
children; his family; and his mother,
Joyce, who continues to keep his mem-
ory alive.

Joseph’s story is tragic and heart-
wrenching, and the sad part is that this
is not a one-off case. Samples of drink-
ing water from Flint found 13,000 parts
per billion of lead in the community’s
water, which is nearly 900 times higher
than the EPA’s maximum limit of 15
parts per billion.

Scientific evidence shows that this
lead contamination has killed at least
a dozen people in Flint from Legion-
naires’ disease. It has deteriorated the
short- and long-term health of tens of
thousands of people in the community,
including at least 9,000 children under
the age of 6.

It has created ripple effects causing
fetal death and lower fertility rates
that continue to have an impact on
those who are affected and will con-
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tinue to have an impact on this com-
munity for generations to come.

Now, there are other cases of other
illnesses such as cancers and things
that are not even being tracked but are
likely related to this contaminated
water, and that will continue.

It has been over 1,500 days since this
crisis began and the people of Flint
today still do not have clean water.
Understandably, they don’t trust their
government to tell them the truth
after they have been told the water is
clean and safe time and again, only to
show that it is not and people continue
to get sick.

These are the same officials who de-
cided to put cost savings over human
lives who later reassured the commu-
nity that the water was safe when they
knew that it wasn’t. Now, despite this
heartache, death, and destruction,
those responsible in local, State, and
Federal Government have not been
held accountable for creating and per-
petuating this horrifying crisis.

Poisoning over 100,000 people through
their water is criminal, yet not a single
person has been charged. Not only
that, but the State has declared the
water in Flint to be lead-free and has
shut down the only bottled distribution
facility in the city. The need is still
there, so we have churches and volun-
teers in the city who are coming to-
gether and cobbling together a means
to distribute bottled water in whatever
way that they can, taking care of each
other, and demanding accountability
for those responsible for this devasta-
tion.

Understandably, they feel they have
been forgotten, that their voices are
not being heard, and that they have
been left behind. All they are asking is
that this country—our country—hear
their personal stories and shine a light
on the problems that still continue.

We understand that this is not a
problem isolated to Flint, Michigan,
but is a problem that faces commu-
nities all across the country. We know
that Flint is not alone. With the aging
and crumbling infrastructure in this
country, we know that too many of our
communities don’t have safe water to
drink. We need Federal investment in
our country’s dangerously dilapidated
water infrastructure now.

In my home State of Hawaii alone, it
is estimated that we will need over $1
billion in drinking water investment
over the next 20 years just to ensure
that our people have safe water to
drink.

I am a co-sponsor of the WATER Act
which will make these critical im-
provements to our drinking water and
wastewater services, replace old, lead-
ridden pipes, and stop sewage overflows
and other problems that are contami-
nating our national water infrastruc-
ture.

We must hold those responsible for
the poisoning of Flint accountable for
the lives that they have ruined. Along
with passing the WATER Act into law,
we need to expand water testing in
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high-risk areas. We need to send a mes-
sage to this country that we stand to-
gether. Water is life. We cannot survive
without it.

———
O 1030

RECOGNIZING THE YOUTH POLICE
ACADEMY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5
minutes.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize the Youth Po-
lice Academy of the Falls Township
Police Department, a 10-day program
beginning its 2018 session in mid-July.
This program teaches its students
Pennsylvania State laws and gives
them lessons on patrol scenarios, crime
scene investigations, and the use of
force.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to share
with you that this educational experi-
ence for Bucks County youth has re-
ceived over $6,000 in community sup-
port. Much of this money was raised
through a 5K run and walk event in
Fallsington, organized by Marty
McLoughlin and Linda Stout, the co-
owners of a local small business, Ex-
treme Fitness Personal Training.

I commend the work of Police Chief
Bill Wilcox and the entire Falls Town-
ship Police Department for supporting
our community’s youth in their per-
sonal and professional growth and re-
spect for law enforcement.

I would like to recognize Marty and
Linda for their hard work and gen-
erosity, and I encourage all in our com-
munity to follow their lead.

RECOGNIZING DR. ROBERT FRASER

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize a public servant
in our community for his dedication to
improving the lives and educational ex-
periences of Bucks County students.

Dr. Robert Fraser, the super-
intendent of the Council Rock School
District, recently became one of only
30 school superintendents in the United
States who have successfully com-
pleted the National Superintendent
Certification Program.

This elite program helps bring edu-
cation professionals up to speed on the
various issues that have recently pre-
sented themselves in the American
school system. It covers such facets as
instructional leadership, budget man-
agement, and using cutting-edge tech-
nology to ensure that Council Rock
students and faculty are fully equipped
to use the most effective resources to
assist in the learning process.

I commend Dr. Fraser for his com-
mitment to our community’s students,
and I would like to thank Jerold Grupp
and the entire Council Rock School
Board for all of their work.

RECOGNIZING KRISTIAN FALKENSTEIN

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise to recognize the heroic actions of
an individual from Bucks County,
Pennsylvania, for which he was award-
ed the Carnegie Medal from the Car-
negie Hero Fund Commission, which
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